VAZHAKUNNAM AS A DRAMATISJ

a comparatively long drama containing 56 pages. The theme is
Arjuna's abduction of subhadra. Vazhakunnam has developed
the famous Mahabharata story in the dramatic form enabling the
reader to visualise the incidents, situations and characters. He has
illustrated the original story wherever necessary with ideas and
expressions in sweet and simple language suitable to the common
man. He is sincere to keep through out, the main theme; but he
is keenly interested to project the important aspects. He gives
logical clarifications befitting the situations. The very opening
paragraph itself is an example of Vazhakunnam's style of depic-
tion. Here he has introduced the mountain Raivataka and has
illustrated the festival occasion beautifully.

"As even the Yadavas desire Raivataka for a pleasant stay,
no doubt, it is marvellous. It is a custom of the Yadavas to
witness and participate in the great festival celebrated on this
mountain. Partha now resides in a stonecave here. He has
become a Sannyasin to get relief from the intense love for Subhadra.
In front of the stone cave is found a rock resembling a mandapa
covered by the thick growth of creepers on its sides created by
prakriti herself. And this helps Partha for a more comfortable
secret stay."9

Vazhakunnam's depiction suits well to the concept of drama
as highlighted by A.B. Keith. "A drama is the imitation or rep-

9. Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri, Subhadra, op.cit., p. 1.
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